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The rise of the extreme right in Western

Europe, and its repercussions, a comparative
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Abstract:

This study aimed to define the extreme right and the factors of its
rise in Western Europe and the consequences of this phenomenon,
by applying on the French and German cases due to the successes
achieved by the extreme right there, and the status and influence of
the two countries. The focus was on the National Front in France,
and the alternative for Germany, as these parties represent the
leadership of the extreme right in the two countries under study.
The study concluded that the main ideas adopted by the extreme
right parties are more related to culture and identity than to the
economic aspects. And the factors for their rise are not limited to
the phenomenon of protest voting. Rather, these parties have
succeeded in exploiting the available opportunities to spread their
ideas, mobilize dissatisfied voters against existing policies, and
adopt important issues that raise citizens' concerns that traditional
parties neglected. The study also concluded the impact of this rise
on the policies of other parties and the nature of partisan practices,
as well as the impact on citizens' behavior and the public opinion in
both countries, in addition to the negative effect on democratic
practice in both France and Germany.

Keywords: Extreme right, Western Europe, France, Germany,
National Front party, Alternative for Germany party.
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