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Abstract:

Whoever controls the seas controls the world, and controlling the seas is in
controlling the world's sea lanes.

" With these words, US Navy Admiral Alfred Mahan summarized the strategic
Importance of the straits and sea lanes, especially since maritime transport is one of
the cheapest means of transport adopted in the world, in addition to that 90% of
international trade is transported across the seas and oceans.

Hence the importance of the straits and sea lanes in the Arab world, where this
Importance represented a motive for conflict and international competition for them
in order to control them.

Yemen enjoys a geographical location of strategic importance that made it an arena
of local, regional and international conflict, especially as it is located between Saudi
Arabia and the Sultanate of Oman and overlooks the Bab al-Mandab Strait, one of the
most important water crossings in the world, as well as the Yemeni coasts
overlooking the Red Sea.

The study concluded that the greater the state of instability and conflict in Yemen and
the inability of its political system to impose security in the country, the greater the
intensity of competition and regional and international interventions in Yemen, as
whoever controls the Bab al-Mandab Strait controls the routes of maritime energy
supply and trade movement, as well as employing these corridors militarily, all of this
represents a direct threat to the security and stability of the Red Sea region.

Keywords: Geopolitics, International Competition, Yemen Crisis, Regional Security
Complex, Maritime Security, Energy Security.
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